Intraspinal abnormalities and congenital spine deformities: a radiographic and MRI study.
Forty-two patients with congenital spinal deformity were studied by magnetic resonance imaging (MRI). Sixteen patients had intraspinal abnormalities consisting of a tethered cord in 10, diastematomyelia in four, diplomyelia in three, syringomyelia in four, a low lying conus in three, and a teratoma of the sacrum in one patient. In seven patients, intraspinal anomalies were suspected based on routine spinal radiographs and physical findings. We recommend MRI in patients undergoing spinal stabilization procedures and in all patients with lumbosacral kyphosis and those with pain, neurologic findings, or cutaneous hairy patch.